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SUBJECT: EUROPEAN SPACE CONFERENCE: PRESS COMMENTS 

1. LE MONDE EDITORIAL ANNOUNCES THAT "UNPREDICTABLE" EUROPE AT THE 
EUROPEAN SPACE CONEERENCE HAS REVERSED THE PESSIMISM WHICH HAD 
RESULTED EROM THE DEMISE OF ELDO. IT POINTS OUT THAT THE AGREEMENTS 
ACCURATELY MEET THE DIFFERENT POLITICAL OBJECTIVES OF THE LEADING 
NATIONS WHILE MAINTAINING THE CONTRADICTIONS. THUS THE GERMANS, 
BEING PARTISANS OF COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES AND ANXIOUS 
TO BE IN THE FOREERONT OF TECHNICAL PROGRESS, WISHED TO CONTRUCT 
THE AMERICAN SPACELAB. THE FRENCH, EIERCE DEFENDERS OF THE AUTONOMY 
OF EUROPE, WANTED TO BUILD A LAUNCHER FOR EUROPEAN APPLICATION- 
SATELLITES SO AS NOT TO BE FORCED TO SUBMIT TO AMERICAN CONDITIONS 
IF THESE WERE CONSIDERED TOO RESTRICTIVE. THE BRITISH, PERHAPS LESS 
DESIROUS OF SUSTAINING THEIR CROSS-ATLANTIC ALLY, AND INCREA- 
SINGLY CONSCIOUS OF BELONGING HENCEEORTH TO THE EUROPEAN CLUB, 
ACCEPTED TO PARTICIPATE IN A EUROPEAN LAUNCHER PROJECT. IN A WAY, 

THE CEMENT OE THE EUROPEAN ACCORD WAS THE AMERICAN PROJECT, OFEERED 
INOCTOBER 1969 AND PATIENTLY AWAITED BY THE U.S. UNTIL A DECISION 
COULD NO LONGER BE DELAYED, AND, THE EUROPEANS EOR THE FIRST TIME 
HAD TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT A FINAL DATE, AUGUST 15, 1973. 
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2. THE EDITORIAL REMARKS THAT THE AMERICAN SHUTTLE AND SPACE 
LABORATORY WILL GREATLY DECREASE THE COST OE SPACE OBSERVATIONS, 

THAT EUROPEAN SCIENTIEIC SATELLITES WOULD BE THEREBY MODIEIED, THAT 
THE TENDENCY TOWARD RAPPROCHEMENT WITH THE U.S. WILL ACCENTUATE 
SO THAT ALREADY, CERTAIN ESRO METEROLOGICAL AND INTERPLANETARY 
EXPLORATION PROJECTS OF ESRO ARE INSERTIN THEMSELVES INTO PROGRAMS 
COMMON TO THE TWO CONTINENTS, AND THAT THE U.S. WISHES TO FURTHER 
ENCOURAGE THIS SCIENTIFIC COLLABORATION. FINALLY, THE FUTURE EUROPEAN 
SPACE AGENCY WILL BECOME A POWERFUL MAGNET. 

3. DOMINIQUE VERGUESE IN THE SAME ISSUE OF LE MONDE, QUOTES M. 

HAMIN, BELGIAN MINISTER HANIN AS SAYING WE HAVE ARRIVED AT THE 
PORT. THE 

EUROPEAN COUNTRIES - GERMANY, BELGIUM, DENMARK, SPAIN, FRANCE, 

UK, SWITZERLAND, NETHERLANDS, ITALY, SWEDEN AND NORWAY AND SWEDEN 
MUST CONFIRM THEIR PARTICIPATION BEFORE SEPTEMBER 15. AFTER A BAD 
START, IT WAS DECIDED AT THE MINISTERS MEETING THAT THE FOUR UNCERTAIN 

COUNTRIES - DENMARK, ITALY, NORWAY AND SWEDEN - WOULD FINALLY BE 
ABLE TO COVER 6-0/0 OF PROJECT L3S, INCLUDING 3-0/0 BY ITALY; 

2I.I-0/0 FOR SPACELAB, INCLUDING 18-0/0 BY ITALY; AND TOGETHER 8-0/0 
FOR THE MARITIME SATELLITE, FOR A TOTAL OF 540 MILLION FRANCS. 

IF A FEW CREDITS SHOULD REMAIN LACKING, THEIR PARTNERS WOULD UNDERS- 
TANDABLY MAKE A NEW EFFORT, AND M. HANIN DECLARED HE FELT SURE ITALY 
COULD NOT CANCEL ITS PARTICIPATION IN SPACELAB. 

4. DURING THE DISCUSSIONS FRANCE AND GERMANY AGREED TO A SUPPLEMENTARY 

EFFORT FOR THEIR FAVORITE L3S AND SPACELAB PROJECTS, TO WHICH BELGIUM 
AND SWITZERLAND ALSO AUGMENTED THEIR PARTICIPATIONS. FINALLY, FRANCE 
AND GERMANY STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE BRITISH MARITIME SATELLITE, 

AND UK INCREASED ITS PARTICIPATION IN L3S. WITH THESE CONCESSIONS, 

EACH PROJECT FOUND ITSELF INFANCED TO 100-0/0 AND THE ACCORD, WITH 
RESERVATIONS, WAS ACHIEVED. IN ANY EVENT, ALL THREE PROJECTS ARE 
TIED TOGETHER. 

5. THE COSTS IN THE FUTURE WILL BE VERY HEAVY NOT ONLY FOR ITALY, 

ABOUT 540 MILLION FRANCS, BUT ALSO FOR BELGIUM 220 MILLION FRANCS, 

AND EVEN MORE PERHAPS FOR FRANCE, 1,600 MILLION FRANCS, WHICH AMOUNT 
RISKS ELIMINATING PRACTICALLY ALL FRENCH NATIONAL PROGRAMS OF 
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CONSEQUENCE. IN EFFECT, BEGINNING IN 1975, FRANCE MUST SPEND NEARLY 
400 MILLION FRANCS A YEAR FOR EUROPEAN PROGRAMS, TO WHICH ADD 90 
MILLION FRANCS FOR OPERATING THE GUIANA LAUNCH SITE. FOR GERMANY, 

THE THREE NEW PROGRAMS WILL COST 1,1435 MILLION FRANCS. BY COMPARISON 

BRITISH EXPENDITURES ARE HARDLY EQUAL, ONLY 340 MILLION FRANCS AND 
THE DISPROPORTION WILL WEIGH HEAVILY ON FRANCE AND GERMANY. 
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6. OTHER ARTICLES IN LE MONDE HEADLINE THE L3S, WHEN READY IN 
1979, AS BEING 15 YEARS BEHIND AMERICAN LAUNCHERS. A MORE POSITIVE 
ARTICLE HEADLINES THAT EUROPEAN ASTRONAUTS WILL BE ABOARD AN 
ORBITAL LABORATORY. OTHERS NOTE THE HIGH COST OF DEVELOPING AND 
EVENTUALLY OF OPERATING THE L3S. 

COMMENT: REACTION EXPRESSED IN THE PRESS TO DATE AND MINISTER 
CHARBONNEL'S STATEMENTS REPORTED IN PARIS 20890 HAVE BEEN STRONGLY 
FAVORABLE IN TERMS OF THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT. HOWEVER, CONCERN WILL 
PROBABLY MOUNT IN SOME QUARTERS ON THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF THESE 
LARGE PROGRAMS ON THE FUNDING OF SPACE SCIENCE AND OF GENERAL RESEARCH 

IN OTHER AREAS OF NATIONAL PRIORITY.STONE 
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